
Africa has come out in full support of Prime 
Minister Morgan Tsvangirai’s push for reforms 
ahead of the watershed elections scheduled 
towards the end of the year.

In separate meetings with Prime Minister 
Tsvangirai who was on a diplomatic tour to 
appraise SADC and the AU on the political 
situation in the country, the Heads of State and 
Government said they were watching the electoral 
process and were in support of Facilitator President 
Jacob Zuma’s efforts.

SADC and the AU are the curators of the Global 
Political Agreement which led to the formation of 
the inclusive Government.

Prime Minister Tsvangirai held meetings with the 
Facilitator President Zuma, SADC Organ Troika 
Chair, President Jakaya Kikwete of Tanzania, 
Gabon, Nigerian and Botswana Presidents, Ali 
Bongo Ondimba, Goodluck Jonathan and Seretse 
Khama Ian Khama respectively. 

Premier also held meetings with Cote d’Ivore 
and Gabon Prime Ministers, Daniel Kablan 

Duncan and Raymond Ndong Sima respectively, 
together with Angolan Foreign Affairs Minister,  
Georges Chicoti.

The Diplomatic offensive was targeted at key 
leaders of four of the regional blocks that make 
up the Africa Union, the SADC, Economic 
Community of West Africa (ECOWAS), and 
the Central African Economic and Monetary 
Community (CEMAC) block led by Gabon.

In his brief to the leaders, Prime Minister 
Tsvangirai said SADC and the AU are major 
stakeholders in determining the conditions and 
framework of a free and fair election.

The PM highlighted the importance of convening a 
Troika summit and a full SADC summit to discuss 
the conditions under which the next elections must 
be held in light of spirited efforts to tamper with 
the electoral process.

President Zuma is expected in the country 
soon to engage with the principals of the GPA.  
After receiving a brief from Prime Minister 
Tsvangirai, President Zuma, who is seized with 

Zimbabwe’s GPA process said that SADC and the 
AU  “will do everything in their power to ensure a 
free and fair poll in Zimbabwe”.

The Premier visited Tanzania where he met the 
SADC Organ Troika Chair, President Kikwete 
who said that SADC was very much interested in 
an election that is credible, free and fair. 

“We want Zimbabweans to exercise their 
unfettered right to choose a leader of their choice,” 
President Kikwete said.

He said there was need to guard against a peaceful 
but rigged election.

PM Tsvangirai reiterated his concern over 
President Mugabe’s Zanu PF’s lack of political 
will to ensure that true reforms agreed to four 
years ago are implemented and allowed to take 
root before the next election.

The Premier said he was aware of a plot to tamper 
with the voters’ roll by disenfranchising some 
Zimbabweans and ensuring that first time voters 
are frustrated from registering in large numbers.

The Premier emphasized that Zimbabwe needed 
to respect key minimum conditions for the holding 
of a credible, free and fair election, which include: 
guaranteeing the security of the vote, the security 
of the voter and the security of the outcome of 
the vote. He said that  there should be no “bases” 
and vigilante groups in the villages, suburbs  
or communities.

Undertaking of a ward-based nationwide voter 
education, registration and inspection by ZEC for a 
minimum of two months to give all Zimbabweans 
including the so-called aliens ample time and 
opportunity to register and inspect the voters roll 
to ensure their names are on the roll.

The issue of the ZEC secretariat to ensure 
impartiality, credibility and legitimacy in light of 

the 2008 electoral experience was also key in the 
PM’s briefs.

On media reforms, the Premier said there must be 
no hate speech and that there must be registration 
of truly independent and private radio and 
television broadcasters before elections to provide 
Zimbabweans with truly alternative platforms  
of communication.  

He also mentioned the need for inclusive invitation 
and accreditation of election observers six months 
before and after the election.

The logistics of the election, the selection and 
deployment of polling officers and stations must 
be inclusive under the control of ZEC. Political 
parties need to be involved in ballot paper design 
and auditing, production process and distribution 
of ballots as was successfully done in Zambia  
and Kenya.

He also spoke about electoral law amendments 
and reforms and the code of conduct for the 
security forces during elections. 

The leaders assured Prime Minister Tsvangirai that 
they were on the side of the people of Zimbabwe.

Nigerian President Jonathan said Africa would not 
allow Zimbabwe to slide back, while Cote d’Ivore 
Prime Minister Duncan said “Africa cannot afford 
another Cote d’Ivore experience. 

This was in reference to the violence that erupted 
after former President Laurant Gbabgo refused to 
vacate the seat of the Presidency after losing the 
elections to current President Alassane Quattara.
Cote d’Ivoire currently chairs ECOWAS. 

Botswana President Khama said: “SADC 
appointed the Facilitator and initiated the GPA 
and thus ultimately remains accountable for the 
conclusion and monitoring of the political process 
to a free and fair election.”

The Premier, Minister of State, Jameson Timba and Spokesperson to the Prime Minister, Luke Tamborinyoka meet  
Gabon President Ali Bongo Ondimba in Libreville
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PM Tsvangirai meets SADC Facillitator President Jacob Zuma of South Africa

The Premier shares a lighter moment with SADC Organ Troika Chair, President Jakaya Kikwete of Tanzania

We are watching Zim-
African leaders

The Premier is welcomed to Abidjan by Ivorian  Prime Minister 
Daniel Kablan Duncan
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For decades, Zimbabwe’s energy sector had been in decline, 
undermined by lack of new investment, lack of maintenance of 
infrastructure, low funding from Treasury, a huge import debt 
burden and a huge debt owed by customers to the power provider, 
the Zimbabwe Electricity Supply Authority (ZESA). 

Chronic power outages were a common feature in Zimbabwe, 
negatively impacting on business and households. With energy being 
a key enabler for all the national priorities outlined in the country’s 
development blueprint, the Medium Term Plan (MTP), Minister 
Elton Mangoma knew exactly how to make the energy sector 
contribute to the socio-economic transformation of the country. 

He highlights some of the major achievements in this sector. 

Q:  Minister Mangoma, you inherited a sector that was known 
for fuel queues and darkness, would you share with us 
some of the achievements in the Ministry of Energy and 
Power Development?

EM:  I can say that the most critical thing that I have done is the 
reform of the fuel sector. Remember there used to be the 
National Oil Company of Zimbabwe (NOCZIM) that used to 
be a drain on the fiscus and the fuel situation was not stable 
during its existence. NOCZIM threw the country into fuel 
shortages for about a decade. 

 We restructured NOCZIM into two companies. The National 
Oil Infrastructure company which looks after infrastructure 
and the logistics for the importation of fuel.

 The second company is Petrotrade which would trade on 
the fuel and compete with other private sector companies.  
After this restructure both companies are now making money 
and no longer need the support from Government. 

 Beyond that when I got in, the Beira pipeline use was less that 
25% but now the pipeline is operating at near 100%. We have 
restored the confidence of the fuel market in supplying 
Zimbabwe so we actually have international suppliers bringing 
products into Zimbabwe.

 Our fuel situation and use of the pipeline have stabilized.  
The obligations that we had on the pipelines have been paid 
off. We owed $19 million for the Beira pipeline and this too 
has been paid off. 

 There is now sanity in the fuel sector. There are now no fuel 
queues anymore. 

 We have put in a regulator for the fuel and electricity sector. 
The regulatory authority sets tariffs and issues licensees 
therefore taking away the politics and leveling the playing field 
for anyone who wants to do business, there are now set rules 
and predictability. 

 We have also set fuel standards to monitor the quality of the 
liquid. Before we set the standards, we used to have high 
sulphur fuel but now it is illegal and compliance has increased. 

 Chisumbanje plant was set up and ethanol is being produced 
from there. We have licensed blend both E10 and E85 so people 
can now have blend in the country. We have issued a statutory 
instrument for mandatory blending for those companies that 
are in joint venture with Government. 

 Electricity generated was very low as people put in acronyms 
with ZESA being referred to as “Zimbabwe Electricity 
Sometimes Available”, but now people can say sometimes 
electricity goes. In 2009, the country used to generate between 
1000 and 1100 megawatts but that has improved to between 
1200 and 1300 megawatts.  

 Now we actually have planned maintenance instead of repairs 
normally carried out when machines are down. From next 
month we could have all six units at Hwange and six units at 
Kariba generating electricity. 

 We also resuscitated the small thermal power stations such 
as Munyati, Harare and Bulawayo which were regarded 
as expensive but we realized not having electricity was 
more expensive than operating the small thermal stations.  
This year we will hit about 100 MW from the small thermal 
power stations so as to add on to electricity output. As you 
have witnessed load shedding has been better compared to 
other years. 

 We introduced prepaid meters and 140 000 consumers are now 
on prepaid meters. By August this year all consumers will have 
smart prepaid meters in their homes.

 We owed more than $100 million in electricity imports but we 
have managed to repay the entire debt and even Mozambique 
that had switched us off is now giving us a firm supply of 
electricity of about 100 MW. 

 We have also restructured ZESA so that independent power 
producers can operate in Zimbabwe such as Sugar Estates of 
Triangle and Hippo valley and Chisumbanje and some small 
hydros in the Nyanga area. We have awarded tenders for the 
expansion of Hwange and Kariba which will see the production 
of extra 600 and 300 megawatts respectively. 

 Construction of the Gairezi hydro project in Nyanga that is 
expected to generate about 30MW is commencing and the issue 
of the Batoka agreement with Zambia has been resolved since 
some $40 million out of the owed $70 million has been paid 
off. This project will generate about 1600MW of electricity 
as a minimum, which will be shared between Zimbabwe  
and Zambia. 

Q:  What is slowing down the installation of prepaid meters? 

EM:  It’s been slow because like any new project it has its own
teething problems but a lot of them have been solved.  
We have now put in a Statutory Instrument requiring all the 
other consumers except those in the high density, rural areas 
and light load agriculture including those in the low density, 
who do commercial mining, heavy duty agriculture to pay 
for the installation of smart/prepaid meters which start this 
month and speed up the process so that by end of August every 
consumer will be using a smart/prepaid meter. 

 The prepaid meters have changed the people’s behavior and 
they now decide when to switch on the lights, how many lights 
to be switched on and how long they will boil water and this 
reduces demand for electricity.  

Q:  Why has load shedding increased in the past few weeks? 

EM: That is actually contrary to the information that I have. Load 
shedding actually has decreased because we are producing 
more electricity and I get daily power balances which show the 
total generation of electricity and what is imported or exported. 
When people say there is more load shedding it could be a fault 
in their own area which requires to be checked. 

Q:  Minister, what has been done to senior public officials who 
have been reported as owing ZESA thousands of dollars? 

EM: We have a policy where when we disconnect, we disconnect 
all consumers irrespective of who they are and therefore it does 
not matter whether the person is in government or not as long 
as they are consumers of electricity. 

Q:  What other sources of energy are you looking at? 

EM:  We have been introducing biogas digesters to be able to lighten 
the load for women especially in rural areas. It will mainly be 
used for heating purposes. 

 We have installed biogas digester at Harare hospital, Roosevelt 
school, Pig and Industry Board and Chikurubhi maximum 
prison; they now use biogas for cooking. We have also put a 
domestic one in Domboshawa and already it is working well. 
We are looking at putting one at Mbare Musika.  

 We are working with some institutions to reduce the costs of 
biogas digesters. This in rural areas will allow the girl child to 
have more time to study. 

 Solar: we have introduced a prototype lamp that costs less 
than $10 to enable school children to read at night. The tender 
is supposed to go out soon and it will bring light to the rural 
communities rather than them using candles.

GWP lights up Zim

Prime Minister Morgan Tsvangirai has been 
hailed by the electorate for fighting to implement 
reforms that will ensure security of the vote, 
security of the voter and security of the will 
of the people before Zimbabweans go to polls 
expected later this year.

Since the formation of the inclusive Government 
Prime Minister Tsvangirai has been pushing for a 
level playing field created by the implementation 
of the reforms agreed at the signing of the Global 
Political Agreement (GPA).

Prime Minister Tsvangirai says that if Zimbabwe 
is to have a plebiscite that is free, fair and credible 
as envisaged, security sector re-alignment, media 
reforms and electoral reforms are key. 

A snap survey carried by the PM’s Newsletter 
showed that many people support the Premier’s 
push for key reforms ahead of the watershed 
elections.

Tamuka Mhuri of Mudzi said: “We know Zanu 
PF will resist reforms because they know that 
they can no longer win an election without 
instilling fear in voters and using the State 
security apparatus to intimidate voters.”

“We are grateful that the Premier is insisting on 
reforms before elections,” Mhuri added.

“No elections until voters and their votes are 
secure before, during and after the election,” 
Alois Matongo wrote on the Premier’s Facebook 
page.

Edward Gumbo of Mberengwa said reforms 
would ensure that Zimbabweans are led by a 
leader of their choice. 

“The Premier has put in a lot of effort to ensure a 
free and fair election. The Premier has managed 
to convince President Mugabe to preach peace 
and for everyone to be enabled to vote. The 
Premier should continue pushing, we cannot 
allow another disputed poll,” he told the Prime 

Minister’s Newsletter. The Government has 
already started the voter registration exercise 
meant to ensure that all voters are able to inspect 
their names in the voter’s roll. The exercise is 
expected to run for twenty days, but some are 
appealing to the Government to extend to three 
months the registration process. 

“There is lack of publicity on the mobile voter 
registration centers here in Beitbridge,” Tamuka 
Mbengo said.

“We are appealing to the Government to extend 
the period of registration so that we are able to 
register,” Mbengo added.

Last week Prime Minister Tsvangirai undertook 
a diplomatic offensive aimed at appraising 
SADC and AU on the situation on the ground.

The Prime Minister impressed on the need for 
a meeting of the SADC Troika on Politics, 
Defense and Security co-operation and for a full 
summit on Zimbabwe.

Level playing field 

Prime Minister Tsvangirai holds talks with internationally acclaimed human rights activist Rev Jesse Jackson
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What would you do if you inherited a broke estate, which cannot 
pay its own workers, one that cannot finance day-to-day expenditure 
and worse still, an estate that is heavily in debt and being run by a 
clueless board of trustees?

Such was the insurmountable scenario Tendai Biti found himself in 
the day he was sworn in as the Minister of Finance in February 2009.

A dysfunctional economy with inflation perched around 500 billion 
percent, with a moribund currency at a time when corruption and 
patronage heightened, Minister Biti faced probably the worst 
challenge of his life.

Four years on, the economy has rebound, with stricter controls 
following Minister Biti’s “we eat what we kill” principle.

He explains to the Prime Minister’s Newsletter the journey towards 
economic resuscitation.

Q:  Honourable Minister may you share the change agenda 
you brought into the Finance Ministry? 

TB:  The greatest thing we managed to do was to stabilize this 
economy which was a great miracle. When I became Finance 
Minister, inflation was hovering above 500 billion percent and 
there was no food in shops as well as fuel.

 Our economy had gone for 13 years without registering any 
positive growth rate, the first time in the history of mankind 
that a country not involved in a war had experienced more 
than ten years of sustained decline in GDP.  We actually broke 
history records, as the situation was so dire.  Social services had 
collapsed, children were not going to school, we had cholera 
and typhoid and hospitals had closed as a result of absence of 
critical medicine and staff.

 There was no currency to talk about, 26 zeros had been 
removed from what we called the currency. That currency was 
in fact a bearer cheque, it was not even the Zimbabwe dollar. 
The economy had been mutilated, vandalized and assaulted 
viciously by Zanu PF. 

 The greatest thing that we did was to stop the hemorrhage and 
to restore macroeconomic stability. A human body has got 
what doctors call vitals and if those vitals are not functioning 
then there is something wrong. The vitals are measured as 
follows your body temperature, your blood pressure or your 
heartbeat. An economy too has its own vitals and those are 
called macroeconomic fundamentals and they include the 
rate of inflation, interest rates (repo rate) and the growth rate. 
All these things were in the doldrums. Our macroeconomic 
fundamentals were haywire. 

 We had to introduce the Short Term Emergency Recovery 
Program (STERP), which I started writing the first day that 
I got into office. When I got in the office on February 16, I 
was told that there was no money for salaries. There was 
only $4 million  and civil servants needed about $30 million.  
These are some of the challenges I experienced. I am very 
proud of the fact that we stabilized this economy, we increased 
capacity and production, there is now a functional economy in 
this country. 

 Farmers are now producing. In 2008 maize production was 250 
000 metric tones while tobacco was at 32 million kilograms.  
In 2009 maize was 1.2 million metric tones and tobacco was 
120 million kgs in just one year. In 2009 annualized inflation 
was -7.7 percent, the lowest in the world. Between 2009 and 
2011 Zimbabwe was the fastest growing economy in the world. 

 I made it a point that the Zimbabwe Stock Exchange reopened 
despite attempts by some individuals to sabotage our efforts to  
re-launch the capital market. It’s vital for any economy.

 We have moved mountains, and we should be very proud  
of that. 

Q:  Minister Biti, are you sabotaging the agricultural sector? 

TB:  We financed agriculture contrary to claims by some 
malicious sections. Between 2009 and now the Zimbabwean 
Government has financed agriculture in excess of $1 billion 
dollars. The money has gone towards inputs and financing 
the grain purchase through the Grain Marketing Board.   
A further $500 million has been put towards the construction 
of dams and boreholes for irrigation. The greatest legacy of the 
MDC in its control of the Finance Ministry has been correct 
and consistent policies. People can trust the Finance Ministry 
because what we say we do and we do not allow anyone to tell 
us what to do. If we had listened to Zanu PF, the Zimbabwean 
dollar would have come back.

 I have said if I have to return the Zimbabwe dollar, I will 
probably jump from the tallest building at 80 Samora Machel. 
Avenue or go back to my law firm, Honey and Blackenburg. 
Zimbabweans have lost confidence in the Zimbabwe dollar, as 
we are still recovering.

 We have stuck our guns on consistent policies. If you take 
tobacco, there used to be all kinds of levies against the farmer 
and industry and I removed those. If you are a tobacco farmer 
you know that you will go to the tobacco auction floors, sell 

your tobacco and get your money there and there and spend it. 
At GMB we have been pushing that farmers get their monies 
as they deliver their grain.

 Production capacity in industry was averaging between 
2-10%. In the first year of STERP we got it to 55% and in 
other industries like the beverages and wood industries its 
now 100%. We have challenges in the dairy and food sector, 
which are operating at about 60%. Cairns food has closed 
which produced potato chips and baked beans; cooking oil 
we are only able to produce 50% while we are still importing 
milk powder. We still have a lot of work to do on supply side 
recovery particularly in the agricultural sector which is still 
operating below optimum levels.

 We created the Zimbabwe Economic and Trade Revival 
Facility (Zetref) in 2010 to recapitalize local companies and I 
am pleased that it has been renewed for a further five years.

 We also introduced the Distressed and Marginalized Areas 
Fund (DIMAF) to resuscitate distraught industries.

 We also created SME funds in industry and created lines of 
credit. All in all the net facilities that have been put in this 
country between 2009 and now are in excess of $3 billion. 
ADB financed Lake Harvest in Kariba. This is not an 
$11 billion economy, it should be a $40 billion economy.  
We have lost 22 years of inefficiency, corruption, pure 
indifference, impunity and lack of craft competence that is why 
the elections must deliver and PM Tsvangirai must get a full 
mandate to deliver Zimbabwe. We are operating sub optimally.

Q:  What are some of the major infrastructure projects that 
you have financed? 

TB:  When we came in electricity was limping at around 700 
megawatts now it is averaging 1300 megawatts. We are in the 
process of signing agreements in respect of Kariba 7 and 8 and 
Hwange South, which will increase generation capacity to around  
1500 megawatts.  

 On our road network, one of the biggest beneficiaries of our 
funding has been the Ministry of Transport. You have seen 
what we have done with the dualisation of Harare - Marondera, 
the agreements we have concluded with Group Five which 
has seen the rehabilitation of Plumtree to Mutare road. If you 
have driven on the stretch that Group Five has worked on, you 
would think you are driving on  a highway in a first world 
country and we are about to conclude an agreement on the 
actual dualisation of that road starting from Norton to Kadoma. 
We have improved ICT’s and we are very proud.

 In the health sector we have used the targeted approach after 
realizing that we did not have enough money to give to the 
Ministry of Health. We would target a hospital, deal with it and 
finish it then move to another hospital. We started with Harare 
hospital then Mpilo and moved to others. If you look at these 
hospitals you can not recognize them  from what they were in 
2009.  I challenge you to go to Chitungwiza hospital, it is now 
as good as any hospital in South Africa because of this targeted 
approach and now we are targeting District Hospitals. 

 On education we are constructing Lupane University, we have 
completed the Faculty of Agriculture now we are doing halls 
of residence, NUST: we have completed the great hall and 12 
laboratories, Bindura State University: we have completed the 
Faculty of Science and we are working on halls of residence. 
At MSU we are completing halls of residence and at UZ we are 
completing the Students Union building, we have built water 
tanks and halls of residence. The first three months of this year 
alone, we have spent $51 million on infrastructure. 

 On water we have financed Tokwe - Murkosi, Mtshabezi and 
now we are financing Gwayi –Shangani and we have given 
them $15 million. $500 000 has gone for the Nyamandlovu 
aquifers so that Bulawayo can have water.

 About 60% of our public infrastructure budget has gone to 
Matabeleland’s provinces. 

 In Marondera we did Wenimbe dam, in Ruwa Nora Dam and 
we are concluding Kunzvi dam.

Q:  What is the status of the national purse?

TB:  When I came in, civil servants were earning $0.35 now the 
average salary is $300. I wish we could do more but our 
capacity to do more has to be related to production. Zimbabwe 
cannot afford to pay a salary not related to production; you 

cannot kill a rat and have the feast of an elephant.

 About 75% of our revenue is going towards salaries. We are 
collecting an average of  $230 million a month, which is a major 
improvement from the $15 million I used to collect in 2009. 
We have done very well and I acknowledge and recognize the 
Zimbabwe Revenue Authority. We shouldn’t be collecting the 
$230 million; this economy should be collecting $500 million 
a month. Our imports last year were about $7 billion, customs 
duty is on average 40% and if we had collected customs duty 
correctly we should have collected 40% of the $ 7 billion but 
we collected less than $300 million which is around 5%. There 
are a lot of leakages. 

Q:  What is the situation with diamond revenue?

TB: We have people with degrees of looting and stealing. 
Our diamonds exports last year were $800 million and only 
$45 million came to Zimbabwe. Why are those running 
diamond firms not patriots or nationalists when they belong 
to a nationalist party? Predatory and primitive accumulation is 
killing this country. The cancer of this economy is corruption. 

 The Ministry of Home Affairs and everything that is below 
it are not remitting to Treasury. For instance, for instance 
the Passport office collects an average of $1.5 million a 
week although themselves they claim its $800 000. It is 
not coming to us. At roadblocks, the police are collecting 
about  $2 million a month, the money is not coming to us. 
It is a breach of the law as section 103 of the Constitution 
stipulates that every cent that is collected in Zimbabwe must be 
accounted to the Consolidated Revenue Fund, which is under 
Parliament although administered by Ministry of Finance. It 
is not happening. We have no problem if they say they want 
to retain, we will allow them to retain even 100% but it must 
come to us first to comply with the law but it is not happening.  
But am glad to say that as the Ministry of Finance we are making 
every effort to combat corruption. If you look from 2009 to 
now 80% of the laws passed by the inclusive Government have 
come from the Ministry of Finance. 

 We are proud of what we have done on the reform agenda. 
The new Public Finance Management Act, the amendments 
to the Reserve Bank Act, the amendments to the Revenue 
Act,  a new Audit Office Bill, the amendments to the Security 
Commissions Bill, amendments to the Banking Act  and more 
are still to come. 

Q:  How has the indigenisation law affected foreign  
direct investment?

TB:  The Act is crippling FDI’s. The Indigenization Act is a poorly 
crafted piece of legislation that threatens Foreign Direct 
Investment (FDI) and it is being poorly implemented.

 You cannot craft an act basing on a transformation programme 
that demands that whatever black Zimbabweans have to own, 
they must buy the shares. That is a disaster because which 
black person has that money in Zimbabwe? Once you introduce 
the issue of value and consideration only the elite blacks will 
continue benefiting, so you have done nothing. For example 
market capitalization of Standard Charted bank is $60 million 
so 51% of that is almost $31 million. Now other than Strive 
Masiyiwa and a few others show me a black person who can 
raise that amount. It is a flaw in the law. Besides to start a bank 
you need $12 million if you are a black man with $31 million 
you can get two and half licenses so why should you touch Mr 
Browns bank when you can start yours. It is a faulty model.

 The other disaster is the manner in which it is being 
implemented. It is being implemented in an opaque, nocturnal 
and illegal manner. These Community Trusts, you don’t find 
them anywhere in the Act and once again we are back to the 
matrix of predatory and extractive accumulation. It is not 
transparent because the deals are neither reported to Parliament 
nor Cabinet.  

 This legislation is actually threatening the growth of the 
economy and investors are shunning Zimbabwe as an 
investment destination. What we require as a growing economy 
are sound economic policies that are investor friendly. We 
in the MDC are pushing a new approach to resuscitate and 
develop the economy through the Jobs Upliftment Investment 
Capital Environment (JUICE) blueprint.

Q:  As the Secretary General of the MDC can you shed light on 
the state of the party ahead of elections?

TB:  The party is in a very healthy state. I believe that party 
candidate, Morgan Tsvangirai, will win the presidential 
election with 75% of the electoral vote. President Tsvangirai is 
the only man in Zimbabwe with the chemistry and heart for the 
people. Some of us are academics and we are unable to interact 
with the lowest citizen but he is naturally gifted in mingling 
with people.

 He has the gift to communicate with people. We are fighting 
the right cause. People are tired of 33 years of hunger and they 
want change.

 We are the messengers of this change. We are fighting the most 
sophisticated dictatorship on the continent, the most risk taking 
regime on the continent.

Dry bones live again…

‘President Tsvangirai 
is the only man  

in Zimbabwe with the 
chemistry and heart 

for the people’

‘I believe that party 
candidate, Morgan 

Tsvangirai, will 
win the presidential 
election with 75% of 

the electoral vote’
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Facilitator, President Jacob Zuma of South Africa told Prime Minister Tsvangirai that SADC and the AU, the Guarantors of the 
GPA, will do everything in their power to ensure a free and fair poll in Zimbabwe

Zim on spotlight

“As SADC, we are very much interested in an election that is credible, free and fair. We want Zimbabweans to exercise their 
unfettered right to choose a leader of their choice.” SADC Troika Chair, President Jakaya Kikwete, of Tanzania after meeting PM 

Tsvangirai in Dar es Salam

Angolan Foreign Affairs Minister Georges Chicoti with The PM 

Nigerian Foreign Minister, Olugbenga Ashiru welcomed Prime Minister Tsvangirai to Abuja ahead of the PM’s meeting with 
President Goodluck Jonathan

“Africa cannot afford another Cote d’Ivoire experience,” Prime Minister Daniel Kablan Duncan said after meeting Premier 
Tsvangirai in Abidjan, Cote d’Ivoire

Prime Minister Tsvangirai and Gabonese Primier, Raymond Ndong Sima pose for pictures ahead of the meeting with President Ali 
Bongo Ondimba in Libreville

PM Tsvangirai shares a lighter moment with Gabon President, Ali Bongo Ondimba after their meeting

“SADC appointed the Facilitator and initiated the GPA and thus ultimately remains accountable for the conclusion and monitoring 
of the political process to a free and fair election,” Botswana President Seretse Khama Ian Khama said after meeting Prime 

Minister Tsvangirai in Gaborone.

PM Tsvangirai undertook a diplomatic tour last week to update SADC and AU on the electoral process. We publish the PM’s meetings with the leaders he met during his tour.


